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Worthy Brothers,

What a great Summer and early Fall.  Our Council has been 
front and center supporting our Fort Belvoir Catholic 
Community.  We’ve lent a hand with the Parish Summer 
Fellowship event to bid farewell to Padre Chris; joined with 
Council 5998 to help Bishop Gassis of Sudan support his 
Diocese in northern Africa; participated in a Parish Men’s 
retreat at the Franciscan Monastery; bonded together in 
fraternal time at the PGK Pot Luck Dinner; pitched tents, 
cooked, and supported Vacation Bible School (VBS) for our 
Parish and the whole Ft. Belvoir religious community; honored our Order’s founder at the 
Fr. McGivney Mass and Corporate Communion; and pitched tents again, set-up, cooked, 
and supported our annual Parish Picnic in September.  A special thank you to David Clark, 
Jim McKissick, and Emmet O’Hare for all their efforts leading our Council’s support for VBS 
and the Parish Picnic.  Our success was a direct result of their leadership and dedication.  
And we even welcomed three new Knights into our order at our last Admission’s degree.

But Fall is already upon us, and we have a full schedule of events to come.  There is a 
Fraternal Benefits’ Night Pot Luck Dinner on Thursday, October 27, at 7:00pm at Mt. 
Vernon Council 5998 on Highway 1; spouses and prospective new Knights are invited 
and encouraged to join us.  On October 31, we lend a hand with the Chapel’s Fall 
Festival.  A Christ House Food Drive, Youth Essay Contest, Fall Coat Drive, and a KCIC 
Christmas Card campaign soon follow, along with Thanksgiving Baskets for our less 
fortunate military members.  

I look forward to serving beside you as we “Encounter the Lord” helping others in our 
Church, in communion with our Clergy; through devotion to the Virgin Mary; through 
our Family, “the Domestic Church;” through each other, especially in fraternal and 
charity efforts; and through charitable interactions with the poor.

In closing, don’t miss the opportunity to invite a new member to our Council.  We 
have a first “Admission” degree scheduled on November 10th, followed by the second 
“Formation” degree on December 13th, and finishing with a third “Knighthood” degree 
on January 28th.  Please invite another practical Catholic gentleman to join our Order.

Fraternally,

Bill Johnson
Grand Knight
Fort Belvoir Council 11170
billjohnson13@cox.net
703-992-7120
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Please pray that the Lord will guide us, as we prepare to vote in the upcoming election, and preserve our nation 
from all harm in the years ahead.

Brother Robert White’s daughter Kylee White had a serious fall on July 29th and broke her right foot in two 
places. She is doing much better now.  She is wearing a boot and is able to drive.

Brother Richard Watson requests prayers for several members of his family:  His wife, Leonie, who underwent knee transplant 
surgery on October 3rd.  Everything went well from a surgical standpoint.  However, the experience did worsen her Alzheimer’s 
symptoms.  His 9-month-old granddaughter, Rose Agnes Dougherty, was operated for brain cancer on October 5th.  The brain sur-
gery went well.  The neurosurgeon believes he successfully removed the entire tumor.  And the follow-up MRI confirms that there 
is no evidence of tumor left behind.  His mother Catherine Halloran Watson, who has just celebrated her 97th birthday is still living 
by herself.  Severe ulcerations have developed on her legs and are not healing well, despite intensive wounds care therapy.  Please 
remember all of them in your prayers.

Brother David Clark’s niece Sarah Clark (age 7) needs prayers for a complete recovery from a traumatic brain injury which is im-
pacting her ability to learn new concepts in school.

Brother Mitchell Pabis, for continued good health and employment with current job.  For his two nephews who are in need of 
proper guidance in defining their future job career and family goals.  Continued good health, safety, and happiness for his mother 
and his brother.  For the welfare and growth of conservative religious beliefs in the United States of America.

Brother Chuck Hoppe’s sister Becky Beisel completed her chemotherapy and radiation treatments and on November 17th, 2015, 
was declared in remission; please continue to pray for her recovery as this cancer has a 70% return rate within three years.  She just 
had reconstructive surgery on her left shoulder.

Brother Albertus H. Van den Bogaard requests prayers for his cousin in Indonesia, Robert Gaspersz, who needs dialysis treatment 
three times a week.

Brother Albertus H. Van den Bogaard requests prayers for Virginia Wagner and her three daughters, ages 17, 11 and 7, who have 
been abandoned by her husband Dan without any form of support.

Larry Beisel, brother-in-law of Brother Chuck Hoppe, who has been struggling with infection after his February 2015 hip replace-
ment, had six surgeries; the last surgery took all the artificial components out in order to fight the fungal growth on the bone.  He 
has no left hip and won’t for at least three more months. He’s a LONG way from done.

Brother Emmett O’Hare’s brother-in-law Danny Hernandez has had multiple problems with his knee surgeries this past year.  He 
is now scheduled for a total knee replacement on November 9th. Your prayers for a totally successful surgery and recovery are 
requested. Emmett, Doris and family thank you so much for your previous prayers, which certainly prevented more serious com-
plications from occurring.

Sean Patrick Moorer, grandson of Brother Regis and Beatrice Monahan, who passed away Saturday, October 8th from cancer.  
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sean and keep Regis, Bea and their family in your prayers. 

Brother Dave Lamm’s mother Mom, Barbara Lamm, passed away September 29th.  Please pray for her repose and for her family.

Brother Joe Marquart’s father,  Joseph F. Marquart, passed away September 23rd from complications in the hospital after undergo-
ing back surgery September 6th.  Please pray for the repose of his soul and for the Marquart family.

Brother Matt Jones’ brother-in-law, Garry Clark, who had a pacemaker installed in early September that it may operate effectively 
and relieve him and his family of their concerns for his continued well being.

Brother Fred Beata and wife Marlene are asking prayers for their daughter Amanda who underwent successful surgery for Pectus 
Excavatum (sunken chest) on August 26th at Children’s Hospital in Norfolk, VA.  Two curved bars were inserted between her ribs 
and gradually rotated 180 degrees so the bowed part of the bar is pressing against her sternum to push it out to correct the condi-
tion.  The bar will remain in her chest for 2-3 years. 

Brother Bill Johnson’s father Walter Johnson who passed away September 7th.

Brother Bob McCormick’s daughter-in-law’s mother, Sharron Ries, lost her fight with cancer on June 19th.  Keep her husband Vince 
(a Fourth Degree Knight) and their five children in your prayers.

Sherry Glover, wife of former District Deputy Jim Glover, had been diagnosed with Stage 3 Hodgins Lymphoma in both upper and 
lower systems.  Sherry is in remission now.  She asks for your prayers and support still. (continued on p. 3) 
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Brother Dan and wife Kathy Clark’s daughter, Mary Haon, has stage 4 cancer affecting at least two internal organs.  She has been 
undergoing chemotherapy since November 2015.  She is responding well to chemo treatments.  She is getting her strength back 
and is able to continue teaching.

Many prayers of thanksgiving to God and all who have helped Brother Darrin Rodeschin with surgery and recovery from his total 
hip and knee replacement surgeries.

Please pray for Brother Bob’s and wife Judy Hart’s son, SMSGT Robert Bryan Hart.  He is seeing a new doctor at Langley AFB con-
cerning his PTSD and TBI issues.  His headaches and nightmares are worse now than when he returned from Iraq.  The doctor, who 
has treated 4,600 PTSD and 1,200 TBI cases, says that Rob’s case is one of the worst he’s seen and has put him on five new medica-
tions.  Please pray for his full recovery.

Brother Rey Guerra’s wife Julia sister’s Marta Castaneda died on July 12th after a MRSA infection set in after surgery for a knee 
replacement.  She was laid to rest in Rose Hills Cemetery, Whittier, CA.  Please pray for the repose of her soul and for her family.

That Brother Matt Jones’ sister-in-law, Susan Hallahan, currently undergoing extensive rehab in an inpatient rehab facility for an 
extended period, will recover quickly and fully from a recent severe injury to her upper leg.  

For John Saikowski’s wife Patricia who continues to recover from complications associated with back surgery conducted in July 
2015. 

Pray for Brother Richard Kaiser who is deployed to Afghanistan on June 28th.

Brother Fred Beata’s son Christian Beata is recovering from a successful testicular surgery.

For Lorene Brown, Irv Lewis’ grandmother, who is recovering nicely from a post-surgical infection.

Brother Tom Fahey from Council 5998 had a quintuple heart by-pass operation in May at the Cleveland Clinic.  This was needed 
before he could be treated for prostrate and bladder cancer.

Donna McKissick’s father, Donald Edward Fanning, succumbed to lung cancer on April 16th.  Please pray for the repose of his soul 
and for the McKissick family.

Please pray to Fr. Michael J. McGivney for Renee Cole Lally, Brother Dave Lewis’ niece, that a miracle might save her life from pro-
longed colon cancer and, if not, that she might go in peace.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of MaryAnn Towne, mother of Mike Towne, a parishioner.  MaryAnn died this past February.

Brother Knight Jeff Wolfhope died tragically February 4th. He was a US Navy Veteran and submariner. He was awarded the SSBN 
badge.  Jeff was also a Fourth Degree Knight and a member of Fr. Francis J. Diamond Council # 6292 in Fairfax, VA. He was a pas-
sionate member of the Catholic Cursillo Community; a member of VFW Post 8469 and the American Legion Post 177 in Fairfax, VA. 
Jeff was a true Harley Hog; he enjoyed the freedom of riding on the open road and was proud to ride with the American Legion 
Riders.

Brother Tom Schymanski’s mother Carmela passed away in early January.  Please pray for the repose of her soul and the consola-
tion of the family.

Brother Matt Jones’ wife, Mary Ellen is fighting severe back pains which have returned to her after a 2 1/2 year absence. Pray that 
our Good Lord will grant that her medical treatments (a series of epidurals) will relieve her pain and suffering. 

The mother of State Deputy Steve Raschke passed away on December 4th.

The father of a very good friend of Brother Dave Kramer and long time family friend, Gary Scholten, has been diagnosed with a 
very aggressive non-Hodgkins Lymphoma.  Please keep Gary and the entire Scholten family in your prayers.

Brother Peter Combe’s last surviving grandparent is ill.  Anna Mae Ingrassia Combe recently suffered a heart attack, is battling 
dementia, and is in generally poor health.  Peter spent more time with her than with his parents until he was about 10.  She is very 
important to him and asks for your prayers for her.

For Mike Mixon’s friend and colleague Thomas “Boot” Hill who has been vigorously battling cancer for many months; that the 
Almighty will grant permanent remission soon. 

Susan Lippert, a longtime parishioner, is suffering from lyme disease.  She is in a lot of pain and does not receive any medication 
for the pain because it does not help.  Please pray that she will be cured soon. (continued on p. 4)
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Chaplain

Monsignor Philip Hill
Chaplain
703-750-0438
hill@reagan.com

Brother Dan Clark’s nephew, Matt Kuipers, and his family are now doing much better.  They have three young daughters.  Please 
keep Matt and his family in your prayers. 

Brother Greg Mandt’s mother-in-law Marlene Hansen continues to undergo chemotherapy for stage four breast cancer in her 
bones and liver.

Laure Lebel, mother of Brother Rich Lebel, who is suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. 

Brother Matt Jones’ son continues to stand at a proverbial fork in the road of his life.  Pray that he will receive the wisdom, grace, 
and strength to choose the correct path.

Brother Rich Dunbar’s  sister Brigitte Nickell is partially paralyzed from the waist down.  She will most likely never recover.

For all the people who are unemployed and in financial trouble.

All the brave men and women in uniform serving our country overseas and their families as they endure the stress of separation.

All our service members who have lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Children in the womb and their mothers.

Preservation of religious freedom.

Compliance with God’s ordination on marriage being between one man and one woman.

Our clergy.

After this week of leaks and “news” stories and after having read 
carefully the party platforms of both parties, there should be 
no doubt in anyone’s mind about which presidential campaign 
is lined up firmly against the basic teachings of the Catholic 
Church.  It should already have been clear from the unqualified 
support one party gives to abortion, homosexual BEHAVIOR;  
and the attacks it constantly unleashes against the natural and 
divine positive law (read 10 commandments+), and against oth-
er human institutions and religious and other inalienable rights.

Prayer is the most powerful force we have at our disposal.  I ask 
that you mobilize your constant conversation with God to beg His 
support.  Then, by all means, vote in accord with the will He has 
expressed consistently in His revelation.  By arrogating to itself 
the power to change the dictates of human nature and its Creator, 
our heretofore relatively moral country has begun its descent into 
dissolution.  Just remember, what is legal is not, by that fact, moral.

When our very continuance in existence is guaranteed, 
then we shall be free to care for our needy neighbors in 

accord with the centuries-old tradition of the people of 
the United States.  But we can’t be charitable, if we no 
longer exist or are stripped of our personal resources.

Editor’s Note:  The newsletter contains active 
internet links to web sites.  Active links appear as 
light blue text.  Just click on the text and it will 
automatically take you to the corresponding web site.

Notice about e-mail
If you use your business, government or military e-mail address 
for receipt of this newsletter and Knights of Columbus informa-
tion in general, you may not be receiving all of the information 
because some of these servers will reject e-mail that does not 
appear to be official in nature.  Please make sure the Financial 
Secretary and the editor of the Knightly News have your per-
sonal (private internet provider, e.g., AOL, Verizon, gmail, etc.) 
e-mail address on file so you will receive all Knights’ informa-
tion.  Also, make sure you make room in your in-box from time 
to time as the editor sometimes gets notices that a Brother’s e-
mail box is full and delivery of the newsletter cannot be made.



5

CHARITY   U   UNITY   U   FRATERNITY   U   PATRIOTISM

District Deputy Trustees
Council Fundraiser Challenge and Christmas 
Holiday Party! 

Great news!  Council members positively responded to the 
Fundraiser Challenge laid down by the Board of Trustees at 
the September General Membership meeting.  This Challenge 
leveraged Navy Federal Credit Union (NFCU) new member 
promotion bonuses offered in September.  Sixteen persons — 
Council members and one motivated spouse [thank you Mary 
Jones] — participated in the Challenge as either a Sponsoring 
Member or a New Member of NFCU.   A total of $100 was paid 
by NFCU as a promotion bonus to each Sponsoring Member - 
New Member pair.  The Challenge was for the bonus beneficia-
ries to donate their bonuses to the Council Charity Account.  I 
must mention that several members were extraordinarily gen-
erous by donating amounts much more than what they had 
received from NFCU — a special thanks goes out to these un-
identified generous men.  To date, I am still in the process of 
collecting the last three donations, but I can report that the 
Council Charity Account will net an amount in excess of $2,000 
from this Fundraiser Challenge.  Well done Brother Knights!  

Christmas Holiday Dinner-Dance Party

The Mount Vernon Chapter of the Military Officers Association 
of America (MOAA) has once again graciously extended an in-
vitation to our Council to participate in their annual Christmas 
Holiday Dinner-Dance Party at the Fort Belvoir Officers Club on 
Saturday, December 17th.  This wonderful event serves as our 
Council Christmas Party.  Cost will be $35 per person.  Please mark 
your calendars.   In the next few weeks, we will disseminate more 
information on how to make your reservations.  More to follow!

Mike Mixon
Trustee Two Years
703-780-7048
michael.j.mixon@gmail.com

Left to Right:  Joe Marquart (Trustee 1 year), Mike Mixon (Trustee 2 
years), Ed Stance (Trustee 3 years)

My Worthy Brothers All,

Seems like we’ve had a busy September with all indications 
“activities” will pick up in the coming months. Not only did we 
bring in new Knights but also had 28 to the Second Degree on 
September 13th and 51 to the Third Degree and full Knighthood 
at our district exemplification on September 17th!  I especially 
want to thank again all my brother Knights for volunteering 
your time, you all played a big part in ensuring the District 
exemplification was a huge success!

October brings a new breath of a great season. Fall colors abound, 
both college and professional football games are almost every 
day fare this time of year. Major league baseball playoffs are 
happening and of course leading to the 2016 World Series. This 
season also brings fall activities like the KofC Soccer Challenge, 
sponsoring Oktoberfests or parish picnics, fall festivals, fraternal 
benefits night, annual KofC Mass of Remembrance, preparing 
and distributing Thanksgiving baskets in our community, and of 
course Keep Christ in Christmas cards, and getting ready for the 
upcoming Advent season. Do not forget to do your civic duty as 
Tuesday, November 8th is Election Day. Exercise the right you 
fought for. So many people in the world do not have this right 
and would give anything to be able to elect their government 
officials yet, here many take it for granted and don’t vote. Do not 
be one of them. Do your part and get out there and cast your 
ballot for those who support our values and way of life.

At the October State Meeting, membership and retention 
was stressed to all attendees. But then you probably know 
membership in any organization starts with you. Why did you 
join this outstanding organization? The only way we can grow 
is through active membership and participating where your 
schedule permits in any one of the many activities our council 
supports. Doing just a little goes a long way to helping new 
members know they joined a great fraternal organization. Talk 
to a friend to share your experience. Truly “socialize” by getting 
to your brothers in the council. I promise you, those brothers we 
take care of by teaching and being welcome in our council will 
continue to come back and slowly participate more and more in 
our council activities.

I look forward to seeing and talking with you at the council soon. 
Please don’t hesitate to give me your suggestions; I am at your 
service. Thanks to all for your continued tremendous support to 
our church, community, youth, and families – together we are 
making a difference!

Fraternally

Kevin Palgutt, 2PGK
District 13 Deputy
(h) 703-590-2197
(c) 850-566-0557
kevin.palgutt@gmail.com
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Financial Secretary
Dear Brother Knights,

As a valued member of the Fort Belvoir Knights of Columbus, 
your continued support and loyalty to the Catholic Church is 
greatly appreciated!

NOTE:  If you already paid your 2016 membership dues 
and received your 2016 card from the Belvoir Coun-
cil #11170, please disregard this article.  Also, if you are a 
Honorary Lifetime member, please disregard this article.

It is time to collect our Council’s 2016 membership dues 
of $27.00 which includes a Supreme Council assessment 
of $2.00 per Knight to support the “Culture of Life” pro-
gram.  NOTE: If you are a member of the Armed Forces serv-
ing overseas, our Council will cover your 2016 dues. Please 
send me an email to that effect to garciabaco@aol.com
 Additionally, as a minimum, would you please consider a vol-
untary contribution of $3.65 to the Penny-per-Knight-per-Day 
(PDK) campaign; $1.00 to the Knights of Virginia Assisting the 
Intellectually Disadvantaged (KOVAR), and/or $1.00 to the 
Virginia Knights of Columbus Charities Inc. (VKCCI)?  If you 
choose to voluntarily contribute to these charities, the total of 
your payment will be $32.65.  Your generosity is appreciated!

Please make your check payable to: KofC Council 11170.  And, 
mail it to:  SK Luis E. Garcia-Baco, FS; 5408 Staples Lane, Wood-
bridge, VA, 22193-3562.  Also, in a separate piece of paper please 
indicate your current home address; personal e-mail address 
(not your job-related e-mail) and your home phone number.

Luis Garcia-Baco
Financial Secretary
703-878-7619
garciabaco@aol.com

Deputy Grand Knight

Greg Mandt
Deputy Grand Knight
703-922-2044
gmandt@cox.net

Voting with a Catholic Conscience

As November 8th  approaches and we are faced with one 
of the responsibilities as a citizen of this great country, we 
have to answer a number of questions before we vote.  How 
do you choose who and what to vote for?  Which candidate 
do you think will take the country in the direction you think 
best?   This election seems particularly challenging.  As Catholic 
gentlemen, we need to look at the choices through the lens of 
Catholic teachings.    I have found a couple of resources that 
can be beneficial for this task.  The first of these is the Catholic 
Answers “Voter’s Guide for Serious Catholics”.  Its goal is to help 
you cast your vote in an informed manner consistent with 
Catholic moral teaching and fundamental human rights.  A 
main feature of the guide is its definition of “non-negotiable” 
issues.   At last publishing in 2012, these issues were Abortion, 
Euthanasia, Embryonic Stem Cell research, Human Cloning and 
“Homosexual” marriage.   I have heard the authors discuss this 
recently and they have talked of adding Religious Liberty to the 
list as well.   On a more local level, the Bishops of the Dioceses of 
Richmond and Arlington have combined resources to set up The 
Virginia Catholic Conference.  This is a public policy advocacy 
organization representing the two Bishops before the Virginia 
General Assembly, the U.S. Congress, and the state and federal 
administrations and their agencies.  You can join the Conference 
online to support their efforts.  The website provides a summary 
of Catholic teaching and monitors issues of interest in both the 
Virginia General Assembly and the U.S. Congress.  It also presents 
the positions of candidates on various issues of interest to 
Catholics.  Please use these resources and don’t forget to VOTE!!!

Editor:  See also the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
“Forming Consciences For Faithful Citizenship” web page.

Reception

You are invited to a reception celebrating the opening of Augus-
tinian Hall in tribute to Fr Mudd and dedicated to the memory 
of his parents, Philip and Hilda Mudd.  The reception is 2-4 p.m. 
on October 23rd at Archbishop Carroll High School, 4300 Hare-
wood Rd, Washington D.C.

An RSVP to Ms. Cherryace Fields, 202-529-1193 or cfields@
achsdc.org is requested.

Program Directors for 2016 
- 2017

Program Chairman:  Rich Lebel
Council Director:  Fred Beata

Membership Director:  Jim D. McKissick
Church Director:  Matt Jones 
Family Director:  David Clark

Culture of Life Director:  Richard T. Dunbar
Youth Director  -  Peter Combe

Community Director:  Jeff Settle
Keep Christ in Christmas Chairman:  John Saikowski

KOVAR Chairman:  Reyes Guerra
Retention Chairman:  Mike Mixon

http://www.catholic.com/sites/default/files/voters_guide_for_serious_catholics.pdf
http://www.vacatholic.org/index.php
http://www.vacatholic.org/index.php
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm
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Treasurer
Accounts balance as of October 13th, 2016

Fraternal Account:   $5,662.41

Charity Account*:   $5,134.02

Total                        $10,796.43

**Note: The CD Rosary account was “closed” on August 15th, 
2016 and the balance of $1,922.00 was transferred to the Charity 
account at that time.

Hans Graven
Treasurer
703-408-4613
hansgraven8920@gmail.com 

Lecturer

Bruce Mersereau
Lecturer
703-399-0355
mersereaub@gmail.com

Greetings Worthy Brothers all,

Thank you to all who have given presentations for the Good Of 
The Order (GOTO) this year.

In August, Brother Rich Lebel told us a wonderful story about a 
Rosary and one of his deployments.

In September, Brother Dan Clark shared experiences from his 
trip Fatima and Lourdes.

Please take a little time to think about an experience, a lesson 
that you have learned, a lesson that could be taught, or maybe 
something that you have read about and share it at our monthly 
meeting. Feel free to contact me at mersereaub@gmail.com and 
let me know which monthly meeting you would like to give a 
presentation for the Good of the Order (GOTO).

The GOTO program during our council’s monthly business meet-
ing will ideally consist of a short presentation (3-4 minutes) by a 
volunteer brother.  In keeping with the intent of the program, 
presentations should be educational, informational and/or en-
tertaining—and diverse topics are welcome.  

I look forward to hearing from you all and hope that you will take 
four to five minutes during a meeting to share some knowledge 
with our order.

Vivat Jesus!

Charity

Fort Belvoir Knights of Columbus 
Military Council Rosary CD Project 

In Stock Now
Did you know that Our Lady’s Rosary and the Military have 
historic ties?

This is “A Rosary for Our Nation’s Military Community.”
  - Luminous Mysteries special meaning to the military commu-
nity. 
  -  Includes dedications to: Service members, families, veterans, 
disabled/wounded warriors, and deceased.

All portions of this Rosary on CD were created/provided by Coun-
cil members and their families: vocals, music composition, mu-
sical instrumentation, recording, synthesizing, art work/graph-
ics, religious/patriotic objects, dedications and commentary.

All Council proceeds from this Rosary CD Project will 
be donated to Catholic and military related charities.

A donation of $10 is suggested for each CD.

Contact any Council Officer for more information; or contact Mike 
Mixon directly at Michael.J.Mixon@gmail.com  or 703-780-7048

Thank You for your support!
(continued on p. 8)



8

CHARITY   U   UNITY   U   FRATERNITY   U   PATRIOTISM

VKCCI

SUDS
SUDS stands for “Soldiers Undertaking Disabled Scuba.”  If you 
are interested in helping, contact PGK Dave Lewis, 703-216-5980, 
davidalewis@verizon.net.

This is another organization that PGK Dave Lewis is supporting.  
For more information, go to Dagger, and contact Dave at  dave.
lewis@taskforcedagger.org

Task Force Dagger Foundation

Knights are encouraged to bring non-perishable food 
and beverages to our General Membership meetings and 
Officers meetings during the remainder of the fraternal 
year.  Beverages are especially needed for needy families.  
Donations will be taken to Christ House for distribution to families.  
Supreme will provide $100 for every 1000 lbs of donated food 
/ beverage up to 5000 lbs of collected food per fraternal year.

Food for Families

KOVAR
KOVAR is one of the most noteworthy charitable endeavors that 
Virginia Knights support annually throughout the state of Vir-
ginia.

This year the community off post donated nearly $2500 to our 
Council and 100% of the donations were sent to KOVAR to assist 
the intellectually challenged.  

To learn more about KOVAR, visit their website or contact our 
KOVAR Director, PGK Rey Guerra, at reyesguerra@cox.net, 703-
740-6968.

The State Deputy’s motto this fraternal year is “Encounter 
the Lord.” One important way for us to experience Him is by 
praying the Rosary together before monthly business meet-
ings or exemplifications. As society becomes increasingly 
desensitized to sin, we must be fully attentive to the Holy 
Spirit, live a life of truth, serve others, and be men in Christ.

I’ll lead us in the Rosary in Belvoir Chapel’s sanctuary at 7 p.m. 
Hopefully the later start will enable more of you to attend, and 
even if you arrive after 7, please join us. If we have candidates 
awaiting admission to our Order, what better thing for them 
to see than Brother Knights praying the (continued on p. 9)

Pray the Rosary

Charity Miles
If you have a smart phone and you are a walker, runner or cy-
clist, you can earn donations from sponsors of an app called 
“Charity Miles.”  One of the charities is the Special Olym-
pics of which the Knights are a major supporter.  Just down-
load the app and use it whenever you are out exercising.

Charity (continued from p. 7)

KofC Christian Relief
Christians at risk in the Middle East

What You Need to Know About VKCCI and 
VKCCI Grants

VKCCI, Virginia Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc., was founded 
to provide financial assistance to residents of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, who, through no fault of their own, are unable to 
provide for the basic necessities of life – food, clothing, shelter, 
health.

VKCCI is a 501(3)(c) charitable organization incorporated under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia that can receive tax 
deductible donations.

VKCCI does not pay for tuition, experimental medical procedures 
or medications, fines, bail, alimony, child support, attorney fees, 
income taxes, etc., as they do not qualify as necessities of life.

Grants awards are not limited to members of the Knights of 
Columbus or Catholic Church.

Grants are not intended for hopeless cases or long term 
causes where the grant would provide little relief. Grants are 
for assistance of last resort where all other sources have been 
exhausted.

Assistance is currently limited to $3000; it was raised from $2000 
during the past two years. An individual can be awarded a 
grant only once every 365 days, and never again for the same 
purpose.

Donate to VKCCI – It’s Easy and Fully Tax 
Deductible!

As you prepare to make your end of tax year donations, please 
consider VKCCI. VKCCI is a tax exempt charity corporation under 
501(c) (3) of the U.S. Tax Code. Contributions by check, made 
payable to VKCCI, should be mailed to: Kelly J. Mortensen, 
PSD, Treasurer, 3500 Gregory Pond Rd., Richmond, VA 23236-
1434. Contributions can also be made by credit card by 
visiting the Virginia State Council website, clicking on the blue 
VKCCI Donations button on the right side of the home page, 
and completing your transaction. All major credit cards are 
accepted.

http://www.sudsdiving.org/
http://www.taskforcedagger.org/index.htm
http://www.kovarva.net/default.htm
http://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/bringing-help-support-persecuted-christians.html
www.vakofc.org
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Unity
Father McGivney Guild

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild serves 
as a source for information about the life, 
works and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 
Guild members receive regular updates 

on the progress of Father McGivney’s cause for canonization 
and are invited to participate in promoting devotion to this 
Servant of God. Members of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and must elect to join the Guild. 
The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July- August, and is sent free to Guild 
members. To join the Guild, fill in and submit the form at this link:  
Father McGivney Guild

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the 
widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. 
McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead 
the young to the generous service of their neighbor.  Through 

Prayer for Canonization of Father 
McGivney

(continued from p. 8) Rosary. We should finish by 7:20, 
and still have opportunity to enjoy some snacks and 
fraternity before the meeting or exemplification at 7:30.

This is a small investment of your time but a significant expres-
sion of your faith, so I trust you’ll take part as we have lots to 
be thankful for and much to pray for. Our Grand Knight is 
dedicating this year to three wonderful mainstays: life, voca-
tions, and family. Today all three face considerable challenges, 
so we must be unified in resolve to overcome the confronts.

If you’re like me you feel strengthened after meditat-
ing on the mysteries of the most Holy Rosary, and this en-
counter with the Lord will better prepare us to tackle the 
growing needs of our council, parish, and community.

Fraternally,

Carter Barrett, FDD, 2PGK
State Membership Retention Lead
- Arlington Diocese
703-440-8779
cpbarrett@verizon.net

the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus 
Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and 
building up his Body which is the Church.  Let the inspiration 
of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love 
so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and 
the outcast.  We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable 
servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to 
the design of your holy will.  Through his intercession, grant 
the favor I now present (here make your request).  Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.)

Fraternity

Knights of Columbus plaque at Arlington National Cemetery honoring those 
who served in World War I (photo credit:  SK Albert Van Den Bogaard)

SK Albert Van Den Bogaard was part of the Potomac Assembly Color 
Guard which laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown (photo credit:  SK 

Albert Van Den Bogaard)

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html
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Patriotism
Fourth Degree
Becoming a Fourth Degree Knight:

The Potomac Assembly needs your help in promoting, reach-
ing out, and recruiting the Third Degree Knights in your respec-
tive Councils to become new Fourth Degree members. Once 
you have found a new candidate, please walk him through 
the steps needed to becoming a Fourth Degree Sir Knight.

1. Candidates must be a Third Degree member in good 
standing.

2. Provide the candidate a Form 4 to fill out and then submit 
to his Council’s Financial Secretary to verify the date of his First 
Degree and certify that he is an active member of our Council by 
signing and dating the Form 4.  These forms may be obtained 
from the Potomac Assembly Comptroller SK Robert Reynolds, 
Assembly Captain SK Fred Beata or Council Membership Director 
SK Jim McKissick.  

3. The Application should then be given to our Assembly 
Comptroller, Captain or Council Membership Director ASAP.  All 
applications received before the beginning of the Assembly 
Business Meeting will then be read-in and then voted on by the 
members at that business meeting.

4. A Form 4 will be completed as appropriate by the applicant, 
reviewed and signed by the applicant’s Council Financial 
Secretary and forwarded to the Assembly Comptroller. 

Exemplification:

The next Fourth Degree Exemplification will take place on 
November 5th, 2016 at the Double Tree Hotel at the Kroger 
Center, Richmond, VA.  

Meetings:

Potomac Assembly #2204 meets at 7:30 pm at the Assembly 
Hall at Mount Vernon Council on the 4th Monday of each month 
except for the months of May and December when the meetings 
are moved to the 3rd Monday of the month due to the major 
holidays of Memorial Day & Christmas.  

Events:  

First Saturday of the month – Patriotic Rosary at Mt. Vernon 
Council – 11:00 a.m.

October 17th – Fourth Degree General Membership meeting – 
7:30 p.m.

October 18th – Honor Guard at St. Louis Catholic Church – 7:30 
p.m.

November 5th – Fourth Degree Exemplification at Double Tree 
Hotel Kroger Center, Richmond.   

November 28th – Fourth Degree General Membership meeting 
– 7:30 p.m.

Church

You’re encouraged to participate in any of the upcoming Honor 
Guard events and are asked to contact SK Ray Duff, Color Corps 
Commander at rrduff5004@verizon.net or (901) 253-3421.

Fred Beata 
Faithful Navigator 
Potomac Assembly 2204
571-249-0955
fbeata@verizon.net

Our last newsletter took us through early August. Since then, 
Brother Knights have played a major role in the following Church 
Program activities:

Annual Venerable Father Michael J McGivney 
Memorial Mass

Although this appears in this issue of the newsletter, our annual 
Memorial Mass for the founder of our Order, Father McGivney, 
was held on August 13th, 2016—after the July/August newsletter 
was put to bed.

Father McGivney Memorial Cake

Annually, at the anniversary of his death (this year, the 126th) we 
remember this man — this holy parish priest and pastor whose 
cause for sainthood is being investigated by the Vatican. We take 
this occasion to pay him tribute and focus on the hard work and 
creative talent displayed by this extraordinary man.   As his cause 
for canonization progresses, he has been referred to as “Apostle 
of the Young” and “Protector of Christian Family Life”. These titles 
provide an outline for a spiritual portrait of Father McGivney 
whose founding principles of “Unity” and “Charity” were soon after 
his death expanded to include also “Fraternity” and “Patriotism”.

(continued on p. 11)
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Church (continued from p. 10)

GK Bill Johnson welcoming parishioners to Mass
This year our memorial Mass was celebrated with the Saturday 
evening Vigil Mass for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Prior 
to the Mass our Grand Knight, Bill Johnson, welcomed the 169 
attendees. He explained that we memorialize and celebrate Fr 
McGivney at this time as it is the anniversary of his death. He also 
presented a brief history of both Fr McGivney, his life and times, 
and the founding of our Order. He also noted that we were near 
the end of the week (8-14 August) in which the Knights of Colum-
bus celebrate Family Life Week. To signal the transcendent im-
portance of the family (the Domestic Church), he chose this Mass 
as the time to gather for a “Corporate Communion”. Simply, this 
means that Our Brother Knights came together with their fami-
lies to collectively and publicly acknowledge God’s infinite love 
for us as exemplified in the perfect sacrifice offered by His only 
begotten Son. Inasmuch as this Mass was thus so chosen, a body 
of pews was set aside and marked as “RESERVED” for our Council. 
Fifty of the attendees were Brother Knights and their families.

Our Council Chaplain, Msgr Philip W. Hill, concelebrated the 
Mass with Fr John Mudd, a 4th Degree member of our Council. 
The concelebrants processed in with a seven man 4th Degree 
Honor Guard in full regalia. 

The Honor Guard consisted of Council Sir Knights Fred Beata, 
Dick Farwell, Hector Lozada, Mike Odom, Emmett O’Hare, and 
Dan Pierce—all also members of the Potomac Assembly. Past 
Faithful Navigator of the Assembly, Ray Duff, served as Honor 
Guard Commander. The Honor Guard also escorted the gift 
bearers prior to the consecration and the concelebrants in the 

end of Mass recession.

Pews reserved for “Corporate Communion” of Council members and 
families

Mass concelebrants, Fr John Mudd and Msgr Philip Hill  with 4th Degree 
Honor Guard

All eleven of the ministry positions which supported the Mass 
were filled by Brother Knights. 

•  Ushers: SKs Dwight and Dean Greenlund—a father and son 
team
•  Altar Server: SK Robert Queen
•  Lector: SK Carter Barrett
•  EHMCs: SKs Hans Graven, Rey Guerra, Robert McCormick, 
John Saikowski, and Brian Stevenson
•  Matheans: SK Ed Stance  and Brother Mitch Pabis

Our celebrant, Msgr. Hill, spoke of a simple parish priest who 
understood completely the grave difficulties experienced by 
the 19th Century Catholic immigrant families in his parish. He 
cited the vision Father McGivney had for improving the plight 
of his parishioners. Ultimately, this led to the creation of our 
Order—the largest society of Catholic men in the world which 
has become also the world’s foremost Catholic fraternal benefit 
society. Msgr. Hill also noted that, (continued on p. 12)
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(continued from p. 11) in furtherance of Father Mc Givney’s 
foresight, the Knights now consistently provide essential support 
to the clergy and religious who serve our faith communities 
and thus play an instrumental role in parish life. He concluded 
by suggesting that men consider enrolling in our Order and 
extended an invitation for all to join us for refreshments in the 
social hall after Mass.

Brother Rich Dunbar served as our photographer giving us a 
large array of memorable photos of the evening’s activities.

Council Membership Director Jim McKissick manning the info table during 
the post-Mass social hour

During the after-Mass social hour, SK Jim McKissick, our Mem-
bership Director, manned an information/membership table. He 
provided information on the Knights of Columbus and answered 
questions about our Order. He also provided information on 
and enrollment applications for the Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild. Also, five Brothers distributed prayer cards for the canon-
ization of Fr. McGivney and applications for the Father McGivney 
Guild after each of the five Masses held that weekend. (See the 
prayer for the canonization of Father McGivney on page 9.)

Often largely unnoticed are those who set up and clean up the 
facilities and who prepare and serve the refreshments. While 
the Council provided fresh fruit, coffee, punch and a sheet cake 
commemorating Father McGivney, our worthy brothers’ wives, 
Linda Barrett, Mary Ellen Jones, Cheryl Lebel and Sharon Pal-
gutt, provided a variety of appetizing and amazing pastries.  
SKs Rey Guerra and Bruce Mersereau and Brothers David Clark 
and Matt Jones assisted in setting up, in preparing and serving 
the refreshments and in cleaning up afterwards. Many thanks 
are due all who gave of themselves to serve so graciously and 
magnificently! As always, their efforts were greatly appreciated.

Parishioners enjoying the post-Mass social hour

Our Lady of the Rosary Marian Prayer Service

Each Columbian year the Council hosts several Marian Prayer 
Services. Each of these recognizes and honors Mary, the Mother 
of our Good Lord Jesus Christ, and our Mother too. Each pays 
tribute to Mary under one of her many titles. Each takes note of 
the central place the Blessed Virgin Mary holds in the life of our 
Order and the constant devotion we afford her. This year the first 
of these services was conducted under her title, Our Lady of the 
Rosary — the Rosary, her favored prayer. October is often con-
sidered Mary’s month very likely because the Feast Day of Our 
Lady of the Rosary is October 7th. 

The Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary commemorates the victory 
of Christian naval forces at the Battle of Lepanto off the Greek 
coast on October 7th, 1571. At that time Christian Europe was 
being torn apart by internal strife, the Reformation and a second 
major incursion from the East.  Unbelievably, the greatly out-
numbered Christian armada destroyed the Turkish fleet in the 
Gulf of Lepanto. This victory was attributed to the intercession 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to whom rosaries were offered and 
processions were made in Rome on the day of the battle. 

Due to our Blessed Mother’s help in this victory, she was hon-
ored by another of her innumerable titles, one which she had 
received centuries earlier--Our Lady of Victory. Subsequently, 
because of the obvious power of the rosary, Pope Pius V in 1573, 
in thanksgiving for the victory at Lepanto, (continued on p. 13)
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(continued from p. 12) established October 7th as the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary.

Blessed Virgin Mary--God’s Mother and ours

It is oft said that history repeats itself. In 1571 Christian Europe 
was being torn apart. Now, some 445 years later, our Nation, 
and indeed the whole Christian world is being torn apart by the 
forces of darkness and evil. Our Mother Mary’s rosary serves as 
our weapon in the fierce struggle that has descended upon us. 

To emphasize our love for and need for Mary in our lives, our 
Council hosted an Our Lady of the Rosary Marian Prayer Ser-
vice for the Ft Belvoir Catholic Community after the 5 p.m. Vigil 
Mass on Saturday, October 8th. Twenty parishioners including 
13 Brother Knights attended to recognize and honor Our Lady 
of the Rosary. 

The service, which was about 50 minutes in duration, consisted 
of hymns, readings, intercessory prayers, introductory and con-
cluding prayers, a rosary, and a Litany of the Blessed Virgin. Ad-
ditionally, we noted Mary’s constant message addressing the 
importance of her rosary in light of the oppressive forces which 
are increasingly attacking Christianity. Ergo, we sought prayer-
fully her patronage.

Each portion of the service was led by a Brother Knight. Partici-
pating as leaders were DGK Greg Mandt, PGKs  Carter Barrett, 
Fred Beata, Rey Guerra, and Rich Dunbar, SKs Bruce Mersereau, 
Mike Mixon, Emmett O’Hare and John Saikowski, and Brothers 
David Clark and Matt Jones.

Parishioners participating in Prayer Service

DGK Greg Mandt welcomes parishioners to Prayer Service

The service concluded with the observation that today religious 
freedom is the key objective in the ongoing, unremitting war 
against Christianity. We have not heretofore witnessed in our 
beloved Nation such ferocious and persistent attacks. Under 
Mary’s protection as patroness of our Nation, we must fight for 
religious freedom, using her Holy Rosary as our weapon and 
prayer as our armor. 

However, there are other weapons in (continued on p. 14)
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(continued from p. 13) our arsenal which we must also employ. 
On Tuesday, November 8th, we will be presented with another 
Election Day.  Edmund Burke has saliently noted that “The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing”. As faithful citizen voters, we have the responsibility and 
obligation to vote, to elect public officials who will represent us 
appropriately in this time of grave decision-making. Therefore, 
since we have a duty to engage responsibly, we prayed for 
enlightenment in performing our sacred duty. To that end we 
closed the service by reciting the following Election Year Prayer:

AN ELECTION YEAR PRAYER FOR THE FAITHFUL
WITNESS OF CATHOLICS IN THE UNITED STATES

O Lord Jesus Christ,
You alone are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
In Your Church You show us the Way. 
You teach us the Truth, and you give us Your Life.
Grant, we humbly beg you, 
that, always and in all things, we may
be faithful to You in Your Holy Church, 
and to Your Vicar on Earth, the Supreme Pontiff,
Pope Francis.
Grant also, we beg You
that in these times of decision, 
all who profess to be Catholic 

SK Mike Mixon leading parishioners in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin

and who are entrusted with the sacred duty 
to participate in public life, 
may, by the strength of Your grace, 
unwaveringly follow Your Way and 
faithfully adhere to Your Truth, 
living in You with all their mind and heart, 
for Your greater glory, the salvation of souls, 
and the good of our nation. Amen.

Saint Thomas More, Patron of Religious Freedom,
Pray for us.
Saint John Fisher, Patron of Political Leaders,
Pray for us.
Our Lady, Help of Christians,
Pray for us.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas,
Pray for us.
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, Patroness of the United 
States,
Pray for us.
Our Lady of Victory,
Pray for us.
Our Lady of the Rosary,
Pray for us.

Thus, we prayed for victory in our time over the merciless strife 
that confronts us just as Christian Europe did so successfully in 
1571. 

Upcoming Church Program Events

October 22nd: Tour of St John Paul II (JPII) National Shrine and 
(optionally) the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception

December 10th: Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Marian 
Prayer Service in Blessed Sacrament Chapel after the 5 pm Vigil 
Mass

December 17th: Delivery of Christmas holiday baskets to widows 
of our departed Brothers

February 11th: Our Lady of Lourdes Marian Prayer Service in 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel after the 5 pm Vigil Mass

February 24th: Annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner at Ft Belvoir 
Officers Club
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Council

Fred Beata 2PGK
Council Director
fbeata@verizon.net
(571) 249-0955

Thank you to all Council members who participated in the 
2016 Football Frenzy by purchasing a ticket.  The Council sold 
60 tickets and realized a profit of $120.  If you purchased two 
tickets, don’t forget to register at Football Sweeps to receive an 
extra ticket free.  The raffle starts on October 30th.  I am hoping 
a member from our Council wins one of the weekly prizes.
    
One of my responsibilities as Council Director is to request 
volunteers to bring refreshments to our general membership 
meetings for enjoyment and fraternal time.  The Council thanks 
Brothers Bruce Mersereau and Brother Fred Beata for their 
charity during the September and October meetings.  We have 
meetings covered through April, but I am asking for volunteers 
during the months of May, June and July.
  
Please review the Council’s calendar of events at the end of the 
newsletter and take note of one or two activities/events that you 
can attend or participate in.  You can also, view our upcoming 
events in the Fort Belvoir Catholic Community website under 
“Parish Ministries .” 

Knight of the Month

June:  Carter Barrett
July:  Matt Jones

August:  Jim McKissick
September:  Dave Clark

Brother Jim McKissick receives the August Knight of the Month certificate 
from GK Bill Johnson

DGK Gred Mandt presents Dave Clark with his September Knight of the 
Month certificate

Birthdays 
October:  Pedro Colunga;  Ted Cowles;  Ken Dunbar;  Christopher 
Durham;  Kyle Englehardt;  Peter Eudy;  Jose Labrada;  Christopher 
L’Heureux;  Ed Millson;  Joseph Palgutt;  Rolando Perez;  Reverend 
Ken Schroeder;  Tom Schymanski.

November:  Rafael Davila;  Dean Greenlund;  Matt Jones;  John 
Leahy;  Larry Lee;  Gregg Lombardo;  Favio Lopez;  Tim Maples;  
John Mytty;  Jeffrey Settle;  Fred Zuniga.

December:  Peter Combe;  Dick Farwell;  Anthony Faul;  Luis 
Garcia-Baco;  Dwight Greenlund;  Scott Guillory;  Mitch Pabis;  
John Palgutt;  Pat Pearson;  Steve Rushen;  Scott Shopa;  Ed 
Stance;  Henry Tye.

Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ft. Belvoir 
Council, the Grand Knight, the officers, the editor or the Knights 
of Columbus.

Council Address
5950 12th Street, Suite 101, 
Ft. Belvoir, VA 22060 

https://www.footballsweeps.com/login?origin_uri=/free
http://www.fortbelvoircatholiccommunity.com
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Youth

Peter Combe
Youth Program Director
832-725-1235
peter_c_combe2@yahoo.com

Community

Ongoing Youth Program events include the Youth Essay Contest 
and the Young Man and Young Woman of the Year competition 
and the Council and District Soccer Challenges.  Results will be 
published in the next newsletter.

Jeff Settle
Community Program Director
757-508-1310
jssettle94@gmail.com

We are beginning to look forward to the first of many commu-
nity outreach activities in the months of October and Novem-
ber.  First up will be our annual coat drive in support of the many 
folks that need our help as the weather begins to turn cold.  Look 
and listen for announcements in the bulletin and at the lectern 
by the end of October, but in the meantime, please take time to 
identify gently-used Fall/Spring jackets and Winter coats. 

The Fort Belvoir Catholic Community, in conjunction with Coun-
cil 11170, is conducting this year’s Keep Christ in Christmas (KCIC) 
Program following all weekend Masses on the final three week-
ends of November.  Members of Council 11170 will set up and 
man tables on which KCIC Christmas cards and other Christmas 
related items will be made available free of charge to the mem-
bers of the Fort Belvoir Catholic Community.  Knights will accept 
donations on behalf of the parish to help offset the cost of the 
KCIC items.  Knights who were not able to attend the general 
membership meeting on October 13th, at which a signup sheet 
was circulated, and who wish to participate in the program may 
do so by contacting John Saikowski, the KCIC Program Chairman.  
He may be reached via email at johnnysaik@verizon.net or by 
text message or phone at (703) 489-3220.  When contacting John 
please provide your name, phone number and email address 
and specify which Mass(es) you wish to work at on the weekends 
of November 12th-13th, 19th-20th or 26th-27th November.

John Saikowski
KCIC Program Chairman
703-489-3220
johnnysaik@verizon.net

Keep Christ in Christmas

Family
Parrish Picnic Support.  

The annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, September 25th, was not 
to be missed with food and fun for all!  Approximately 600 pa-
rishioners enjoyed the beautiful afternoon with food, ice cream, 
drinks, purple parish T-Shirts, and activities for the children.  The 
day before the picnic, the Knights set-up tents and otherwise 
readied the site.  On Sunday, the Knights completed site safety 
checks, cooked hot dogs, picked up the Roy Rogers fried chick-
en, dispensed beer for donations, setup tables, chairs, emptied 
the trash cans, and at the conclusion, returned the site to pre 
picnic conditions.  Everything was pretty much done by 3 p.m.  
This would not have been such a success without the help of 
over 25 Knights working nearly 100 volunteer hours.  Thank you!

(Left to right) Brothers Dave Clark, Albert Van Den Bogaard, and Mark Visbeck 
made sure there were plenty of hot dogs ready for hungry parishioners
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Fall Festival Support.  

Fall Festival will be Monday, October 31st, from 6-8 p.m. at the 
Religious Education Center (REC).  Children will experience 
a safe place to play games, crafts, eat and generally have fun.  
The Knights were asked to setup the rooms on Sunday, and 
on Monday:  cook food, run the popcorn and cotton candy 
machines, help out with Bible Bingo, and reset the REC.  Activities 
should wrap up by 9 p.m.  Four additional volunteers are needed 
on Monday between 5:30 and 8:30 p.m., but must have already 
completed a background check through the Ft Belvoir Chapel.  
Contact either Jim McKissick @ 703.445.0843 or David Clark@ 
djclark7321@gmail.com to volunteer.

Brother Mitch Pabis has a full plate of food

Brother Rey and Julia Guerra enjoying the festivities

David Clark
Family Program Director
703-644-4023
djclark7321@gmail.com

Family of the Month
June:  Ed & Barbara Stance
July:  Hans & Sang Graven

August:  Brian & Lisa Stevenson
September:  Emmett & Doris O’Hare

Brother Brian Stevenson accepts his and Llisa’s August Family of the 
Month certficate from GK Bill Johnson

DGK Greg Mandt presents the September Family of the Month certificate 
to Emmett O’Hare who accepts on behalf of Doris
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Culture of Life

Rich Dunbar
Culture of Life Program Director
571-216-6012
richdunbar@verizon.net

The 40 Days for Life campaign is half over.  I participated in a 
vigil near an abortion clinic in Alexandria with an elderly couple 
on a Tuesday morning.  I wished we had had more people there, 
but we made sure we got our message out with our posters as 
traffic passed by.  This was the first time I had ever done a vigil.  
It was low-key and we had good weather.  I challenge all of you 
to participate in a vigil, wherever you are.  You can find a list of 
locations at the 40 Days for Life website.  For local Knights, if you 
would like to participate, let me know.  It would be wonderful to 
have a group of Knights there.  We as Knights are committed to 
the defense of Life and we should seek every opportunity to act 
on behalf of the unborn.  We would also be helping mothers to 
do the right thing — Choose Life!

As we approach the election on November 8th, please consider 
the impact of your vote for defending life.  See the Deputy Grand 
Knights article on p. 6.  While I must remain apolitical in this 
newsletter, consider that one party has a radical pro-abortion 
platform.  That platform does not represent the view of many 
American voters.  Consider the results of a recent Marist Institute 
for Public Opinion survey taken July 5th to 12th:

62% oppose or strongly oppose “using tax dollars to pay for a 
woman’s abortion.”
70% support or strongly support “requiring doctors at abortion 
clinics to have admitting privileges to a hospital or emergency 
room within 30 miles.”
78% support or strongly support “requiring all abortion clinics to 
meet the same standards as other outpatient surgery centers.”
56% believe “doctors, nurses or organizations who have moral 
objections to abortion ‘should not be legally required’ to per-
form or provide insurance coverage for abortions.”

Source:  “America’s Pro-Life Consensus, Columbia, pp.18-21, Sep-
tember 2016.

Saint Mother Teresa said the abortion was “the greatest destroy-
er of peace today.”  Read more here.  She said:  “And so today, let 
us here make a strong resolution:  We are going to save every 
little child, every unborn child, give them a chance to be born. … 
Let us all pray that we have the courage to stand by the unborn 
child, and give the child an opportunity to love and to be loved, 
and I think with God’s grace we will be able to bring peace in the 
world.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta, as quoted by Supreme Knight Carl 
A. Anderson in his article, “Mother Teresa and the Transforma-
tion of Politics,” Columbia, p. 3, September 2016.

The Hyde Amendment

The Hyde Amendment named after Representative Henry Hyde, 
was passed 40 years ago.  It is an annual budget rider that pre-
vents federal funding from paying for most abortions.  The 

amendment has been credited with saving two million preborn 
children.

Abortion activities are lobbying to repeal the amendment.  De-
spite the Hyde Amendment, Planned Parenthood receives fed-
eral tax funding for “women’s health” services.  There is no way 
to know how much of the $540 million dollars it gets also fund 
abortions.  Think what will happen if the Hyde Amendment is 
repealed.  Planned Parenthood commits one abortion every 
97 seconds.  It’s an abortion corporation.  The current admin-
istration is already trying to find ways to circumvent the Hyde 
Amendment by issuing rules to the States to force them to fund 
Planned Parenthood facilities within their boundaries.

Euthanasia

More States and countries are promoting assisted suicide leg-
islation.  Euthanasia advocates use euphemisms like “compas-
sionate or merciful end of life treatment.”  They first began to 
argue that people with incurable diseases and painful physical 
conditions should have a right to end their suffering through as-
sisted suicide.  These decisions were to be made by patients with 
sound minds, fully aware of their condition.  The best euthanasia 
laws had specific provisions and boundaries to prevent abuse, 
but others were poorly written.  Once the door is open, the is-
sue becomes a slippery slope.  Abuses of euthanasia laws are 
already well-documented.  Elderly people in particular are eas-
ily pressured into accepting end of life decisions on their behalf 
by relatives.  Doctors are given a legal way to perform assisted 
suicide despite their Hypocratic Oath (do no harm).  In some cas-
es, they cannot even refuse to perform euthanasia even if they 
have reservations of conscience.  Most organizations represent-
ing disabled persons are strongly opposed to euthanasia.  They 
know how easily they can become victims.  People with cancer 
may find their treatment is not covered by their insurance, but 
suicide may be!  Children are now also able to be euthanized in 
Belgium.  Women are at greater risk to be euthanized as dem-
onstrated by this statistic:  74% of Belgium assisted deaths for 
mental suffering are women.

Resources

March for Life, January 27th, 2017

Students for Life of America East Coast Conference, Upper 
Marlboro, MD, January 28th, 2017:  $60.

Video:  Abortion:  The Modern Holocaust

https://40daysforlife.com
https://issuu.com/columbia-magazine/docs/columbiasep16en
[http://www.lifenews.com/2016/08/29/mother-teresa-called-abortion-the-greatest-destroyer-of-peace-today-are-we-acting-like-it/
https://issuu.com/columbia-magazine/docs/columbiasep16en?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true  
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/dsiggins/40-years-ago-today-the-hyde-amendment-became-law
http://liveactionnews.org/2-million-preborn-children-saved-since-1976-thanks-hyde-amendment/
http://liveactionnews.org/2-million-preborn-children-saved-since-1976-thanks-hyde-amendment/
http://liveactionnews.org/planned-parenthood-president-calls-unlimited-abortions-moment-birth/
http://liveactionnews.org/planned-parenthood-commits-one-abortion-every-97-seconds/
http://liveactionnews.org/5-facts-that-prove-planned-parenthood-abortion-corporation/
http://liveactionnews.org/congresswoman-hhs-proposed-rule-another-stunt-to-benefit-planned-parenthood/
http://alexschadenberg.blogspot.ca/2016/08/74-of-belgium-euthanasia-deaths-for.html?utm_source=Euthanasia+Prevention+Coalition+Newsletter&utm_campaign=1319790189-EPC_update_Euthanasia_Symposium_October_8_31_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_105a5cdd2d-1319790189-198408465
http://marchforlife.org
http://sflalive.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCOL0HWfVBE
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Membership
Fraternal Benefits
Life Insurance As a Gift?
 The initial reaction for many people when you mention life in-
surance as a gift is a quick step back and a questioning stare. 
“How morbid,” they think. While it may seem that way when you 
first mention it, life insurance is really a thoughtful gift that can 
be a financial life preserver in tough times. 

The problem with life insurance is the general perception. Many 
think of death instead of the great benefits it provides, and the 
security that it offers – even while you’re alive.. Life insurance 
should be thought of as a precautionary protective measure for 
a family unit. The purchase of this product can mean saving your 
home, sending your children to college, and preserving your 
spouse’s quality of life in the event of your death. 

One of the times you may want to purchase life insurance for 
someone is when a family has a new baby. It’s a great, low-
cost way to set money aside for the future (i.e., college tuition, 
housing, business start-up, etc.). Of greater importance, it 
ensures these children will have insurance as adults, in case an 
illness later in life makes him or her uninsurable. 

Newlyweds are also ideal recipients for life insurance. As they 
join their lives and financial responsibilities, young couples need 
to make sure that their early investments are fully protected. If 
something were to happen to one of them, the other may be 
faced with serious financial hardship. A life insurance policy is an 
ideal way to ensure their future and protect their assets. 

As nontraditional as it may be, life insurance is a wise and caring 
gift to purchase for many people. 

Call me.  Let’s talk.

Vivat Jesus!

Don Murphy
Fraternal Benefits Agent
540-720-8057
donald.murphy@kofc.org. 
http://murphydon.com/

Increasing Membership is every 
Knight’s Duty
Membership growth is essential to the success of the Knights of 
Columbus. With the addition of each new member, the Order is 
better able to serve the Church and those most in need in our 
communities. But it isn’t just the Order that benefits from new 

James McKissick
Membership Director
703-455-0843
jdmckissick_4@msn.com

      

Officers for Columbian 
Year 2016-2017

Grand Knight - William Johnson
Deputy Grand Knight - Gregory Mandt

Chaplain:  Monsignor Philip Hill
Chancellor - Richard Lebel

Recorder - Mark Visbeck
Financial Secretary - Luis Garcia-Baco

Treasurer - Johannes Graven
Advocate - Juan Cuadrado
Warden - Michael Odom

Inside Guard - Dwight Greenlund
Outside Guard - Brian Stevenson

Trustee for One Year - Joseph Marquart
Trustee for Two Years - Michael Mixon

Trustee for Three Years - Edward Stance

members. Each new member benefits too.

As a new Brother Knight, a man has the opportunity to grow in 
his faith through our many programs and resources and to live 
out his faith through service to God and his neighbor.  When a 
man joins the Knights of Columbus, it’s a win for everyone: for 
him, for his family, for his Church, for his community and for the 
Order.  (continued on p. 18)
(continued from p. 17) In light of these facts, it is important 
to recruit and engage new members and to sustain their 
membership and growth as Catholic men and as Knights 
through active charitable programs in which they are invited to 
participate.

The membership recruitment process is simple. And every 
council owes it to the families of its parish to organize a parish 
membership drive and to devote the time and effort needed to 
make it a success.

http://murphydon.com
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C A L E N D A R
ONGOING
Second Thursday of Every Month: Council Meeting, 7:30 p.m.  Rosary followed by Fraternal Time at 7 p.m.  Belvoir Chapel 
Basement.  Fourth Thursday of Every Month: Officers’ and Directors’ Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Belvoir Chapel Basement.

OCTOBER

15 Coat Drive Kick-Off – Bulletin & Announcements 
22 Council / District Soccer Challenge (Alexandria, VA)
22 Saint John Paul II Shrine Visit
22 Third Degree at Chantilly Council 7369, 11 a.m.
24 Potomac Assembly – Fourth Degree Meeting at Mt. Vernon 
Council Hall, 7:30 p.m.
27 Fraternal Benefits Night Pot Luck Dinner at Mt. Vernon 
Council Hall, 7 p.m. 
31 Fall Festival at Religious Education Center, 6-8 p.m.

NOVEMBER

1 Solemnity of All Saints
5 First Degree Rehearsal – Belvoir Chapel Basement 9-11 a.m.
5 Fourth Degree Ceremony in Richmond
6 Switch to Eastern Standard Time
10 First Degree Exemplification & Business Meeting at Belvoir 
Chapel 7:30 p.m. (Rosary for Vocations at 7 p.m.)
11 Veterans Day
11 Parish “Sight & Sound” Trip
12 Turkey Bingo at Woodlawn Chapel (3-9 p.m.) – Set-up, Trash, 
& Tear Down Support
12/13 KCIC – Tables at each Mass
17 Officer’s Meeting at Belvoir Chapel 7:30 p.m.
19 Thanksgiving Baskets at Woodlawn Chapel (8 a.m. – 6 p.m.)
19/20 KCIC – Tables after each Mass 
24 Thanksgiving Day
26/27 KCIC – Tables after each Mass
27 First Sunday of Advent
27 Angel Tree (through 18 Dec)
28 Potomac Assembly – Fourth Degree Meeting at Mt. Vernon 
Council Hall, 7:30 p.m.

DECEMBER

8 Immaculate Conception 
10 Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Marian Prayer 
Service, 6 p.m. in Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
13 District Meeting at Mt Vernon Council 5998, 6:30 p.m.
13 Second Degree Exemplification at Mt Vernon Council 5998, 
8 p.m. 
15 Business Meeting at Belvoir Chapel, 7:30 p.m. (Rosary for 
Family 7 p.m.)
17 Holiday Baskets for Widows, morning and early afternoon 
deliveries
17 MOAA / KofC Christmas Party @ Officers Club

23 Breakfast with Angels Set-Up REC, 10:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
24 Breakfast with Angels REC (7 - 11 a.m.)
24 Christmas Mass Woodlawn Chapel, 5 p.m.
24 Midnight Mass Woodlawn Chapel, 11:30 p.m. 
25 Christmas Day – The Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ
26 Potomac Assembly – Fourth Degree Meeting at Mt. Vernon 
Council Hall, 7:30 p.m.

JANUARY

1 New Year’s Day – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
2 New Year’s Day Observed
6-8 Mid-Year State Meeting in Richmond, VA
7 Council Semi-Annual Audit
12 Business Meeting at Belvoir Chapel, 7:30 p.m. (Rosary for Life 
7 p.m.)
16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
20 Inauguration Day
26 Officers Meeting at Belvoir Chapel 7:30 p.m.
27 March for Life – All Day
28 Third Degree Exemplification at Fairfax Council 6292, 11 a.m.
28 Spaghetti Dinner at Woodlawn Chapel after 5 p.m. Mass 
(Fellowship Hall and Kitchen 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.)
30 Potomac Assembly – Fourth Degree Meeting at Mt. Vernon 
Council Hall, 7:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY

TBD YMOY / YWOY – Submission Deadline 
TBD Council & District Free Throw Ft Belvoir Gym
TBD Polar Plunge for Special Olympics
4 First Degree Rehearsal at Belvoir Chapel Basement 9 - 11 a.m.
9 First Degree & Business Meeting at Belvoir Chapel 7:30 p.m. 
(Rosary for Vocations 7 p.m.)
11 Our Lady of Lourdes Marion Prayer Service – 6 p.m. in 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
14 Valentine’s Day
15 Semi Annual Audit Due
20 President’s Day
21 District Meeting at Mt Vernon Council 5998, 6:30 p.m.
21 Second Degree Exemplification at Mt Vernon Council 5998, 
8 p.m.
23 Officer Meeting at Belvoir Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
24 Clergy Appreciation Dinner, 6:30 p.m. at Ft. Belvoir Officers 
Club
27 Potomac Assembly – Fourth Degree Meeting at Mt. Vernon 
Council Hall, 7:30 p.m. 



Knights of Columbus Council 11170
5950 12th Street, Suite 101
Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 22060


